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MEDIA STATEMENT – SENIOR COUNSEL APPOINTMENTS 2025 

 

The Chief Justice of Western Australia, the Hon Justice Peter Quinlan, today announced 

the appointment of nine Senior Counsel for 2025, after 31 applications were received. 

 

The appointments are Mr Michael Rynne, Mr Steven Wong, Mr Wayne Zappia, Mr Adam 

Sharpe, Ms Gemma Beggs, Ms Heather Millar, Ms Cobey Taggart, Mr Beau Sertorio and 

Mr Alexander Mossop. 

 

Seven of the appointees practise as Barristers and two are State Prosecutors. 

 

Appointment as Senior Counsel is based on eminence in the practice of law, especially in 

advocacy, unquestioned integrity, availability and independence. A committee advises the 

Chief Justice on applications for appointment. 

 

The Committee comprised the President of the Court of Appeal (the Hon Justice 

Thomson), the Senior Judge of the General Division of the Supreme Court (the 

Hon Justice Fiannaca), the President of the State Administrative Tribunal (the Hon Justice 

Glancy), a judge of the Federal Court (the Hon Justice Banks-Smith), the Chief Judge of 

the Family Court (the Hon Justice Sutherland) and the Chief Judge of the District Court 

(her Honour Chief Judge Wager).  

 

The consultation process conducted by the Chief Justice incorporated the opinion of 

members of the legal profession and the judiciary.  

 

The Senior Counsel appointed are as follows. 

 

Mr Michael Rynne SC 

 

Mr Rynne was admitted to practice in Queensland in 1978 and in Western Australia in 

1998. He has practised as an independent barrister since 2023 from John Toohey 

Chambers.  

 

Mr Rynne now practises exclusively in family law, having previously also practised in 

native title, criminal law and commercial law. He has served in various capacities on 

Bar Council and maintains a significant pro bono practice. 

 

 



Mr Steven Wong SC 

 

Mr Wong was admitted to practice in 2003 and has practised as an independent barrister 

since 2009. He currently practises from Quayside Chambers. Prior to joining the Bar, 

Mr Wong practised as a solicitor at Corrs Chambers Westgarth.  

 

Mr Wong's areas of practice include regulatory law and investigations, equity, 

corporations law and banking law. He is a director and company secretary of Quayside 

Chambers and an executive-committee chair of the WA Branch of the Asian Australian 

Lawyers Association. Mr Wong has also served on Bar Council and maintains a pro bono 

practice, including with the Subiaco Justice Centre. 

 

Mr Wayne Zappia SC  

 

Mr Zappia was admitted to practice in 2004 and has practised as an independent barrister 

since 2013, currently practising from Shoreline Chambers. Prior to joining the Bar, he 

practised as a solicitor at Phillips Fox and then Lavan Legal.  

 

Mr Zappia practises in corporate insolvency and bankruptcy, intellectual property, trusts, 

construction law and commercial litigation. Mr Zappia has a significant involvement in 

training at the Bar, having supported a number of pupils at the Bar and has been a co-chair 

of units in the WA Bar Reader's Course, including the Ethics and Practice Unit. 

 

Mr Adam Sharpe SC 

 

Mr Sharpe was admitted to practice in 2005 and has practised as an independent barrister 

from Francis Burt Chambers since 2013. Prior to joining the Bar, he was a solicitor at the 

State Solicitor's Office. 

 

Mr Sharpe practises in public law, including administrative and constitutional law, 

regulatory prosecutions, native title, employment law and commercial litigation. He 

maintains a significant involvement in legal education both at university level and in the 

legal profession. 

 

Ms Gemma Beggs SC 

 

Ms Beggs was admitted to practice in 2005 and is a Senior State Prosecutor, having held a 

variety of positions within the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions for over 

20 years. 

 

Ms Beggs has, since 2015, focused on appellate work as a member of the Director of 

Public Prosecutions' Appeals Team, practising in the High Court of Australia, the Court of 

Appeal and the General Division of the Supreme Court. In 2021, Ms Beggs served as an 

Acting Registrar of the Supreme Court. She regularly provides Continuing Professional 

Development, both within the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and 

externally.  

 



Ms Heather Millar SC 

 

Ms Millar was admitted to practice in 2008 and has practised as an independent barrister 

since 2016. She currently practises from Shoreline Chambers. Prior to joining the Bar, 

Ms Millar practised at Freehills in Western Australia and Lewis Silkin LPP in England.  

 

Ms Millar specialises in workplace law, including employment, industrial, discrimination, 

occupational safety, and disciplinary and regulatory matters. She regularly engages in 

legal education and advocacy training, along with a pro bono practice. 

 

Ms Cobey Taggart SC 

 

Ms Taggart was admitted to practice in 2008 and has practised as an independent barrister 

from Francis Burt Chambers since 2018. Prior to joining the Bar, she was a Senior 

Assistant State Counsel and has also held positions with the National Native Title 

Tribunal and NSW Native Title Services.  

 

Ms Taggart conducts a national practice in public law, including in migration, native title, 

NDIS, judicial review and mining and environmental law. She is also involved in legal 

education and conducts a pro bono practice. 

 

Mr Beau Sertorio SC 

 

Mr Sertorio was admitted to practice in 2008 and is a Senior Consultant State Prosecutor 

at the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, where he has held a variety of 

positions since 2007. 

 

Mr Sertorio's practice has extended to all types of crime, with a particular emphasis on 

complex trials. He has a significant involvement in legal education, not only within the 

Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, but with external agencies and 

organisations. He has also served as a member of the Corporate Executive Committee of 

the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

 

Mr Alexander Mossop SC 

 

Mr Mossop was admitted to practice in 2010 and has practised as an independent barrister 

since 2016. He currently practises from Shoreline Chambers. Prior to joining the Bar, 

Mr Mossop practises as a solicitor at a number of local and national law firms.  

 

Mr Mossop practises in both criminal law and commercial litigation, including in white 

collar and corporate crime, civil penalty proceedings, regulatory offences, employment 

law and general commercial matters. Mr Mossop has significant involvement in advocacy 

training across a number of organisations and a substantial pro bono practice. 
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