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The Supreme Court of Western Australia welcomes the appointment of the
Hon Justice Fiona Seaward as a judge of appeal and Mr Craig Bydder SC as a
judge of the Court. Their Honours' appointments will commence on 5 January
2026.

Justice Seaward's appointment to the Court of Appeal fills a vacancy created by
the impending retirement of Justice Robert Mazza.

Justice Seaward was appointed as a judge of the Court in March 2023. Since that
time, her Honour has presided in cases across the civil and criminal jurisdiction
of the Court and has served as an acting judge of appeal.

Justice Bydder has most recently served as the Solicitor General for Western
Australia, a position he has held since November 2023. Prior to his appointment
as Solicitor General, Justice Bydder held a variety of positions within the State
Solicitor's Office, including as Senior Assistant Crown Counsel and Deputy
State Solicitor. His Honour has practised as counsel for decades in a wide
variety of matters, including constitutional and administrative law, planning law
and general civil litigation. He was appointed Senior Counsel in 2022.

Chief Justice Peter Quinlan, on behalf of the Court, congratulated both Justices
Seaward and Bydder on their appointments.

‘The Court is grateful that Justice Seaward has accepted this new appointment
and will bring her talents and experience to the work of the Court of Appeal’,
Chief Justice Quinlan said. 'We also warmly welcome Justice Bydder to the
Court and his family to the community of the Court. We are delighted that his
Honour will continue his significant service to the community as a judge of the
Court and that he brings his skills and wealth of experience to our work.'

Justice Bydder will be formally welcomed to the Court at a ceremonial sitting on
a date to be announced.
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