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MEDIA STATEMENT

SENIOR COUNSEL APPOINTMENTS 2012

The Chief Justice of Western Australia, the Hon YWaiartin AC, today announced the
appointment of two Senior Counsel for 2012, aftérapplications were received. The
appointments are Mr Rod Hooper and Mr Joshua Thomso

Appointment as Senior Counsel is based on eminienitee practice of law, especially in
advocacy, unquestioned integrity, availability amdependence.

A Committee advises the Chief Justice on applioatior appointment. The Committee,
chaired by Chief Justice Martin, comprises the iBezg of the Court of Appeal, the
Senior Judge of the Supreme Court, the PresidetiteoState Administrative Tribunal,
the Senior Judge of the Federal Court residenteithPthe Chief Judge of the Family
Court and the Chief Judge of the District Court.

Mr Rod Hooper

Mr Hooper was born in June 1956. He was award@dchelor of Jurisprudence in 1982
and a Bachelor of Laws in 1983 from the UniversityVestern Australia.

He established a suburban law practice in 1986 mwhme an accredited Specialist
Family Lawyer in 1992. He joined the Independent Bal1999, and was a foundation
member of John Toohey Chambers in 2003.

Mr Hooper has been President of the Family Law tRi@wers’ Association for the last
three years, having practised in the field of fgrtal for more than 26 years.

Mr Joshua Thomson

Mr Thomson was born in July 1972. He was awarddBaehelor of Laws (i Class

Honours) in 1994 from the University of Western fabka, winning the Hackett
Scholarship, and a Bachelor of Civil Law (1996 nfr@xford University.



He was admitted to practice in Western Australial®95. He joined the Crown
Solicitor’s Office in 1994, where he was later ajpped Assistant Crown Counsel. He has
practised at the Independent Bar since March 2@4%. practice mainly involves
commercial cases, particularly contractual, insetyeand building disputes.

Mr Thomson was Editor of the Western Australian &tep from 2002 — 2010, and
remains Consulting Editor.
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